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DAY 1

7:30 -- Registration and breakfast

8:00 - 9:45 -- Opening Plenary  

What are the principles of the Charter of the New Urbanism, and why 
should they matter to a new generation of urbanists?

New approaches to real estate development are being developed across 
the region. In this session, city officials, small and large developers will 
come together to reveal new insights on how they are breaking ground 
with ingenuity in design, technology, financing, entitlements, and more.

Many communities across the country have embraced the idea of 
“complete streets,” and it has become law in many states. But implementation 
is everything. In many places going “multimodal” means widening streets to 
allow for fully separated uses – to let cars keep roaring through at speed. How 
can the promise of complete streets be fulfilled and Vision Zero be realized?

Love to sketch? Or perhaps you don’t think you can draw?  Sketching is 
not meant to be ‘Art’, but a simple visual recording of YOUR unique view 
of the world. An experienced designer will show a method for ‘hacking’  
sketches that anyone can do to produce quick, concise, colorful 
sketches. Bring sketchbooks and watercolor kits if you can - some 
supplies available.

What are the major demographic forces at work in New England and 
how do they vary across the region? How do national and international 
migration patterns impact local communities? How will neighborhoods 
and cities change as Baby Boomers retire and Millennials begin to start 
families? What does all this mean for urbanism in New England’s towns 
and cities? This session explore these and related questions through a 
panel presentation and discussion with ample opportunity for Q&A.

It is in our cities that we find the experiments in education, urban 
manufacturing, and citizen co-creation that suggest the contours of 
our next economy. In this media-rich presentation, Peter Hirshberg 
examines how the maker mentality is leading to advances in 
manufacturing and economic development in U.S. cities, reimagining 
urban planning as a participatory prototype process with citizens, and 
remaking education in ways unimaginable just a few years ago. 

Americans today find themselves in an era of uncertainty and 
frustration. The disappearance of once-central relationships—between 
people who are familiar but not close, or friendly but not intimate—lies 

What new conditions and impacts are facing New England’s cities, 
towns and villages? How do we unfold our cities, towns and villages 
as parts of a system? Amid evidence of political support for regional 
collaboration, many localities in New England still seem to be in 
competition with each other, with unproductive results. Where are the 
untapped opportunities that will really unlock growth for our towns and 
cities? And which issues are best left to local discretion? 

“Development without displacement”: That’s the motto of many community 
activists wary of new development in their communities, New Urbanist 
or otherwise. This session starts from the premises that equity is an 
important goal in itself and that without social equity, public backlash 
against development will impede the goals of New Urbanism. Experts 
discuss the development of new tools and strategies including: community 
land trusts, community benefit districts, inclusionary zoning, and more. 

Laurie Volk- Zimmerman/Volk Associates & David Dixon- Stantec

Peter Hirshberg- Author, The Maker City Playbook, Bert Crenca- 
AS220, & Robert Leaver- New Commons (moderator) 

Marc Dunkelman- Author, “The Vanishing Neighbor” & Anne 
Tate- Rhode Island School of Design (moderator)

George Proakis- City of Somerville, Prabal Chakrabarti- 
Federal Reserve Bank of Boston, & Shey Rivera- AS220 

Robert Leaver- New Commons & 
Thomas Deller- (formerly) City of Hartford, CT

Bill Dennis- B. Dennis Town & Building Design

Welcoming remarks from Buff Chace / CNU New England

RISD Chace Center / Metcalf Auditorium
20 North Main Street

Makers, Maker Cities, and the American Dream

New New England: The implications of changing 
demographics on urbanism in New England

After more than five decades meaningful population growth has finally 
returned to the Boston-Cambridge-Somerville core and in many places 
throughout New England. Accordingly, urbanists throughout New England 
must work to speak up and slog it out where new development and new 
regulatory regimes are approved. This session brings together experts 
who have led successful efforts to get great places built.
Matt Lawlor- Robinson & Cole LLP (moderator), Mandana Moshtaghi- 
WalkUP Roslindale, Jesse Kanson-Benanav- A Better Cambridge & 
Sandy Levine- Conservation Law Foundation

Citizen-led-and-supported Change: 
There’s No Substitute for Showing Up - Tilden Thurber Room

This panel will serve as a “call to arms” to spur the growth and support of small 
scale urban developers across the region. States across New England are 
offering a variety of programs that are creating pathways & support systems 
for the small developer to succeed. This session dives into examples of such 
programs & ideas for new opportunities to spur the small, local developer.
Anne Haynes- MassDevelopment Transformative Development Initiative, 
John Simone- CT Main Street Center, & Scott Wolf- GrowSmart RI (moderator)

Buff Chace- Cornish Associates, Tim Love- Utile, Seth Zeren- RCG 
LLC, & Robert Leaver- New Commons (moderator)

Peter Friedrichs- City of Central Falls, RI, Ruarri Miller- The Apiary, 
Anna Mackay- Guerrilla Development, Matt Edlen- Gerding Edlen & 
Jonathan Berk- BuildingBOS (moderator) 

Jason Schrieber- Nelson\Nygaard, John Massengale- co-author “Street 
Design: The Secret to Great Cities and Towns” & Carol Atkinson-
Palombo- University of Connecticut (moderator) 

“A Call to Arms” for the Local Developer - Johnson & Wales Room

12:00 - 1:15 -- Lunch- on own in the city
1:15 - 2:45 -- Concurrent sessions

10:00 - 11:30 -- Plenary Session 1

Principles of New Urbanism for a New Generation - 
Tilden Thurber Ballroom

New Models for Real Estate Development - RISD Room

The Unfulfilled Promise of “Complete Streets” - 
Johnson & Wales Room

9:45 - 10:00 -- Coffee break

2:45 - 3:00 -- Coffee break 

3:00 - 4:00 -- Concurrent sessions at Hotel Providence

4:30 - 6:00 -- Reception + Members Meeting  

Urban Sketching for the Rest of Us - RISD Room

The Future of the Region- Cities, Towns and Villages - 
Johnson & Wales Room

Maintaining social equity amid neighborhood change- 
Tilden Thurber Ballroom

6:00 - 7:30 -- Keynote 

Where Goes the Neighborhood? Renewing 
Community in a Networked Society 

Aurora Providence - 276 Westminster Street 

8:00 - 10:30 -- Registration and breakfast

9:00 - 10:30 -- Concurrent sessions 

Freeway Relocation: Infill Opportunity in I-195 - RISD Room
Walking tour of the 18+ acres of downtown land freed up by moving 
Interstate-195.  Tour guides will discuss the freeway relocation and 
update attendees on the infill projects underway that are stitching the 
fabric of Providence back together. 
Robert Azar- City of Providence Department of Planning + 
Development & Peter McNally- I-195 Commission 

Infill development is essential to revitalizing New England’s great urban 
environments and neighborhoods. Land costs, community opposition, 
arcane review processes, unpredictable review standards, & weak 
demand present challenges for the developer. This session will provide 
practical insights on how to create value with infill development. 
Henry Owainati- ConsulCapital LLC (moderator), Russell Preston- 
Principle Group, Dan Raposo- RPM Homes, & Andrew Consigli- 
Civico Development 

How to get value from infill development- 
Tilden Thurber Ballroom

Good design for walkable places requires both good regulations and 
effective review processes.  This does not happen without the political 
will to achieve great built results. In this workshop, experts who have 
worked for - and between - the public and private sectors share best 
practices for municipal officials, citizens, and developers seeking to 
build a better future, with practical lessons for both big cities and small 
towns alike. 
Leslie Creane- Town of Derby, CT, Karin Brandt- coUrbanize, 
& Joel Russell- Joel Russell Associates, former Executive 
Director of the Form-Based Codes Institute (moderator)

Lisa Gluckstein, CNU NE intern

Innovations in municipal review - Johnson & Wales Room

Walking tour of retail in Downcity Providence and the coordinated 
efforts to create an interesting and vibrant retail mix. Tour will 
be followed with a discussion led by the designers, lessors, and 
operators who created Downcity Providence. 

Come tell us what you think about the future of CNU New England!

Steve Durkee- Cornish Associates 

Downcity Retail Curation - RISD Room

Strategic Planning Focus Group - Aurora - 276 Westminster

10:30 - 10:45 -- Coffee break
10:45 - 11:45 -- Concurrent Sessions 

Aurora - 276 Westminster Street

Hotel Providence - 139 Mathewson Street - various rooms

Hotel Providence - 139 Mathewson Street - various rooms

Hotel Providence - 139 Mathewson Street

at the root of America’s economic woes and political gridlock. Both 
technology and the new routines of everyday life connect tight-knit 
circles and expand the breadth of our social landscapes, but they’ve 
sapped the commonplace, incidental interactions that for centuries 
have built communities and fostered healthy debate. It’s time we 
moved beyond the debate over whether the changes are good 
or bad and focus instead on understanding the tradeoffs.  In this 
discussion, experts will explore whether the new model holds the 
promise of more hope and prosperity than would have been possible 
under the old order. 

Hotel Providence - 139 Mathewson Street - various rooms

Aurora Providence - 276 Westminster Street 

Lisa Gluckstein, CNU NE intern
Come tell us what you think about the future of CNU New England!
Strategic Planning Focus Group - Aurora - 276 Westminster St



DAY 2 (cont.)

The 2016 
Urbanism Summit 

Thursday April 28-Friday April 29
Providence, Rhode Island

Getting 
it Built: 
Connecting 
Ingenuity to 
Opportunity

There are striking differences in the economic issues facing 
the different communities in New England.  While cities in 
the urban core deal with a surge in population growth, many 
parts of our region are dis-incorporating because of population 
decline. What is the future of small-town New England? 
Panelists will discuss what small towns can do to manage their 
futures.  

The automobile has been making trouble for built 
environments for a hundred years now. But that may be 
changing. Some believe that the automobile, or at least some 
kinds of automobiles, can now contribute positively to the 
quality of our cities. This session will explore what the mobility 
revolution means for urban design, parking requirements, and 
reuse of the right of way. 

Donald Powers- Union Studio Architecture & Community 
Design, Hunter Foote- Bellus Real Estate, Jonathan 
Labonte- Governor’s Office of Policy and Management, 
State of Maine, Ivy Vann- New Hampshire House of 
Representatives, & Anthony Flint- Lincoln Institute of Land 
Policy (moderator) 

John Clippinger- MIT Media Lab, IDCubed.org
Douglas Foy- Serrafix, & Michael Mullins- Mullins 
Management (moderator) 

3:00 - 4:00 -- Plenary Session 3

4:15 - 5:15 -- Plenary Session 4

Does the extra time, complexity and risk of better design make 
economic sense? In this exciting session we will discuss 
projects that benefitted from accelerated approvals and were 
well received by the marketplace because of better design. 
Our panel will also review how design elements can improve 
financial outcomes for developers and cities. 
Ari Heckmann- ASH NYC & Brett Smiley- City of Providence

1:15 - 2:45  -- Plenary Session 2

2:45 - 3:00 -- Coffee break 

11:45 - 1:15 -- Lunch- food trucks @ RISD 

Valuing Better Design

More crashless cars? What does the mobility 
revolution mean for livability?

Rebooting small-town New England

SPONSORS:


