
A transit-oriented development located at the prominent terminus of the Rose F. Kennedy 
Greenway in the Bulfinch Triangle, the nearly 450,000 GSF One Canal includes 310 residential 
units and 21,000 GSF of retail space. Construction of the nearly $150M development was 
completed in July of 2016. 
 
The breathtaking mixed-use development engages long views up the Greenway with a tracery 
of decks and bays to dissolve the interior/exterior boundary of this residential tower. One Canal 
is built in the air rights of parcels made available by underground highway construction of 
Boston’s “Big Dig”. The site reclaims a 400 foot long block with virtually no “terra firma”; rather, 
the building’s foundation twists and turns to align over the Central Artery and the MBTA Green 
Line Tunnel, and span across the MBTA Orange Line Tunnel, meeting extraordinary technical 
challenges of building on top of transit infrastructure. The building’s envelope encompasses 
district-wide MBTA infrastructure, including a vent shaft and electrical substation. Sophisticated 
sound deadening pads isolate the structural components from the vibrations of the tunnels 
below. With no below grade space, two levels of parking are creatively hidden on the second 
and third floors of the building, while maintaining generous ground floor commercial space. 
Amenity spaces are scattered throughout the building, and include a state-of-the-art fitness 
center, open courtyard spaces, a firepit, and a rooftop pool and movie screening wall. 
 
With the overall purpose of reknitting the grids of the North and West Ends after the Central 
Artery’s removal, One Canal’s volumes turn to address each neighborhood, with massing and 
textures responding to the historic Bulfinch Triangle context of individual buildings aggregated 
over time. The texture and materials of each street face are distinguished through material 
choice and window patterns, creating an appearance of three distinct buildings to relate to the 
scale of the surrounding fabric.  
 
A tracery of decks and bays wraps the building to dissolve the interior/exterior boundary over 

the Greenway. One Canal merges major new street level retail space into this active sports and 

entertainment district in the Bulfinch Triangle, and rises up twelve stories to capture views of 

the linear parkway and inner harbor beyond.  The upper levels array 310 luxury apartments, 

each with high-end finishes and open living areas. Amenity spaces are arrayed throughout the 

building on multiple levels, and include a state-of-the-art fitness center, courtyard grill 

community space, pavilion firepit, and a rooftop pool and movie screening feature space.  

Parking is cleverly concealed on the second and third floors, limited to 0.5 spaces per unit, with 

bicycle parking for every unit to encourage alternate transportation means. 

The texture and materials of each street face are distinguished through material choice 

and window pattern, creating an appearance of three distinct buildings, to relate to the 

scale of the surrounding fabric. Facing New Chardon Street and Beverly Street, red masonry 

facades with punched openings and brick detailing emulate the warehouse and 

mercantile buildings established throughout the district. The top two penthouse floors 

step further away from the street face with a change of color and materials.  Along North 



Washington Street, facing the Rose Kennedy Greenway, the building conveys a 

contemporary image, with residential levels set back from the street and lively roof-

edge treatment. The retail use is expressed at the base of the building through two-story 

expanses of glass, metal panels and canopies opening onto broad sidewalks.  Interiors 

continue to pull from the local context, incorporating textures and finishes that recall Canal 

environment, although in a clearly contemporary way.  

 

The glassy three-story lobby incorporates a water feature highlighting the Boston 

terminus of the Middlesex Canal, which connected the Merrimack River to Boston and 

gave Canal Street its name. Consistent with pedestrian treatments elsewhere in the 

Bulfinch Triangle, street furniture, trees, lighting and sidewalk patterning add to the 

experience for visitors and residents in the neighborhood. 

 
 
 


