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The Green and Complete Streets Initiative is the northeast’s first Green and Complete Streets policy 
enacted as an ordinance. The purpose of this ordinance is to require public capital projects and private 
developments to incorporate complete streets principles (ADA, bicycle infrastructure, safe crossings, etc.) 
and green infrastructure (trees and bioswales) into their projects. Additionally, the ordinance requires the 
city to track progress on the initiative through 15 metrics and consider these metrics when developing 
capital plans. The ordinance takes effect July 1, 2018. 
 
The City of Central Falls is a city rich in history, diversity, and entrepreneurial spirit. Founded in the 
cradle of the American Industrial Revolution. Central Falls fell on hard times as the United States 
suburbanized in the second half of the twentieth century. Hit hard by ongoing wealth evaporation, 
municipal mismanagement, and the 2008 recession, the City declared bankruptcy in 2012. Mayor James 
A. Diossa was elected as the majority Hispanic community’s first Hispanic Mayor with a pledge to focus 
on sound fiscal management and transparency. Since then, the City has seen continuous economic 
growth, clean audits, and positive perception, including major investments on its main streets, in its 
schools and parks, and a coming commuter rail station with access to Boston and Providence. 
 
As a revitalizing city, Central Falls’ focus is on how to attract investment, accommodate growth and 
change, while preserving its historical nature, and enhancing the positive qualities and characteristics that 
make Central Falls an ideal community to call home. The resources of the local government are currently 
strained effecting the current revitalization efforts. Central Falls has an abundance of lower-income 
residents, which affects the revenues of the local government. However, partnerships with private and 
public organizations have helped local leadership focus on key projects. The success of this attention has 
led to the successful implementation and completion of various projects that have elevated the quality of 
life in the City. Over the last several years, many of the abandoned and underutilized mill buildings have 
been converted from industrial uses into residential lofts and micro-apartments. These developments have 
attracted individuals and families to the area who make significantly more than the medium household 
income of the City ($29,108). The City is dedicated to promoting sustainable community development 
and redevelopment initiative that will transform Central Falls into a sustainable urban city, while 
preserving choices (where to live, work, shop, dine, and recreate) for current residents and future 
generations. 
 
This ordinance was developed through a wide-ranging, cross-sector community collaboration. The State 
of Rhode Island Department of Health runs a Health Equity Zone program initiative that has funded 
community initiatives around the state and incorporated statewide organizations to provide technical 
support. One such organization, Grow Smart Rhode Island, has focused on community adaptation of 
Complete Streets policies through Council resolutions. Grow Smart RI met with Mayor James A. Diossa 
in the summer of 2016, seeking the City’s support of such a policy. The Mayor instructed his Director of 
Planning and Economic Development Peter Friedrichs to investigate the matter further. On a parallel 
track, Rhode Island Statewide Planning successfully pursued a grant from EPA’s Building Blocks for 
Sustainable Communities Technical Assistance program to conduct a community workshop investigating 
the promotion of green and complete streets in the lower Blackstone Valley communities of Central Falls, 
Cumberland, and Pawtucket. One of the core recommendations of this workshop was a Green and 
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Complete Streets Ordinance. Central Falls officials drafted the ordinance, attached to this application, 
modeled after the Complete Streets Ordinance for Longmeadow, MA. The Ordinance was introduced to 
the Central Falls City Council at their November 13, 2017 meeting by Councilman Jonathan Acosta. First 
passage was conducted on December 11, 2017, with an introductory presentation from Director 
Friedrichs. The public hearing featured over a dozen speaks (all in support), including several bicycle 
advocates. The ordinance received widespread support from the Council and was moved forward 
unanimously by all Councilors, 7-0. Final passage was held on January 8, 2018, with more testimony in 
support and another 7-0 vote. Mayor Diossa signed the Ordinance into law on January 17, 2018. In his 
remarks at the bill signing ceremony, Mayor Diossa thanked the following organizations for their support:  
 
Grow Smart RI 
RI Department of Health 
US EPA 
Rhode Island Bicycle Coalition 
LISC 
The Broad Street Regeneration Initiative 
The Pawtucket Foundation 
The Empowerment Factory 
Sierra Club 
Fuerza Laboral 
RI Green Infrastructure Coalition 
The Nature Conservancy 
The Conservation Law Foundation 
Groundwork Rhode Island 
Clean Water Action 
The Trust for Public Land 
HUD 
CF Office on Health 
Blackstone Valley Tourism Council 
East Coast Greenway 
CF Tree Warden 
 


