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Project Description
From Rail Yard to Inclusive Community
Located at the nexus of Boston, Cambridge and Somerville, Cambridge 
Crossing (formerly NorthPoint) has grown and evolved to meet the 
needs of not one, but three, cities for nearly 20 years. The first master 
plan for the site was initiated after the Eastern Cambridge Planning 
Study designated it as a special district in 2001. With each iteration of 
its master plan and each new park or building, this unique mixed-use 
community has become even more interesting, influential and inclusive.

Once an abandoned rail yard, this approximately 45 acre brownfield site has 
been reclaimed and reimagined as a vibrant live, work, play community that 
puts people first in every way. It does this by connecting previously disparate 
communities, introducing innovative open spaces and creating regional 
relevance and connectivity with a robust multi-modal transit system.

Bridging Cities, Connecting Communities
Cambridge Crossing represents the largest contiguous piece of 
developable land left in the area. It is located next to East Cambridge, 
a densely populated and diverse neighborhood known for its modest 
homes and Portuguese cuisine. It is also located near Somerville’s 
Brickbottom industrial area and Boston’s highly residential and 
ethnically diverse Charlestown and North End neighborhoods.

The roughly triangular site is bordered by the busy O’Brien 
Highway, the elevated Gilmore Bridge and the Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authority (MBTA) rail yard. For years, these hard 
edges prevented the surrounding neighborhoods from interacting 
with one another and rendered the site itself derelict. 

However, decades of hard work by dedicated designers, community 
leaders, local residents and forward-thinking developers have transformed 
this site from an urban barrier into an urban connector by introducing 
innovative bike, pedestrian and open space infrastructure throughout. 
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FAR at North Point
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45.37 acres

2.66

5.2 million SF

2.1 million SF

3 million SF 

3,177 units

11 acres

Statistics



Public Space for the Public Good 
From the get-go, Cambridge Crossing has 
prioritized public space. In fact, when construction 
began in the early 2000s, the first thing built was 
a 5.5 acre park called NorthPoint Common. This 
park has served as the development’s organizing 
element ever since, orienting it towards its 
unparalleled views of the Downtown Boston skyline 
and the nearby Charles River Basin parks.

A true urban treasure, NorthPoint Common provides 
significant economic, environmental and social benefits 
to the community. Economically, NorthPoint Common 
created value (and great views) for the residential, 
commercial and retail buildings added after it.  

 
Environmentally, this park manages the development’s 
storm water, provides urban habitat, mitigates urban 
heat island effects and absorbs carbon dioxide. 

Socially, NorthPoint Common serves as the heart of 
the community. It  provides space to walk the dog, ride 
one’s bike or play with the kids. In warm weather, it also 
hosts “NorthPoint Nights” with food trucks, live music 
and outdoor films for residents, families and friends.

This large open space is complemented by 
another 5.5 acres of smaller open spaces. In total 
approximately 25%, or 11 acres, of the entire 
site is dedicated to community open spaces.

Public Transit for the People 
True to its smart growth and sustainability roots, 
Cambridge Crossing works tirelessly to provide its 
users with public transit access. Cambridge Crossing 
is ideally located just a few minutes’ walk from two 
different MBTA subway stations and lines. As part 
of its commitment to public transit, Cambridge 
Crossing has allocated space and funds to help 
the MBTA relocate its Lechmere Station onto the 
Cambridge Crossing site. This will offer residents, 
workers and visitors even easier access to Greater 
Boston’s remarkable educational, healthcare, 
employment and entertainment opportunities.

Completed Components
With such a strong framework for growth and 
success, it is no wonder that this site is already one 
of the area’s favorite mixed-use neighborhoods. To 
date, three buildings including 329 condominiums, 
355 apartments and 8,600 square feet of retail 
have been built. Other completed components 
include the 4.33 acre NorthPoint Common, the 
17,000 square foot Child Street Park and various 
street, pedestrian and bike connections. Some 
of the components still to come include a public 
market, subway station and innovation labs.

2001 
City of 
Cambridge  
Re-Zoning
2.5 acres of  
open space

Mandatory housing

2003 
Master Plan 
Approved
10 acres of open  
space planned

Program flexibility 

2 towers

2006
Parcel S (One Earhart) 
complete

Parcel T (Two Earhart) 
complete

Northpoint Common 
and Earhart Park 
complete

2012 
Master Plan 
Amendment
11 acres of open 
space

Highly residential 

7 towers

2015
Twenty | 20  
Residential complete

Brian Murphy Staircase 
and Child Street Park 
Complete

2016 
Master Plan 
Amendment
Necklace of  
open spaces 

Enhanced N.  
First Street  
Retail Corridor

2017
Breaking ground on Parcel 
JK/Phillips new Global 
Headquarters breaks 
ground

Construction begins on 
enhanced Park

2018
Break ground on Retail 
Core/Parcel W

Break ground on Parcel 
I/Residential

2020–2030 
Fully Built


