
6-10 CONNECTOR MASTER PLAN 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
 
The 6-10 Connector Master Plan is a $753 million highway downsizing project in the heart of 
Providence, Rhode Island. Sparked by a critical need to address the crumbling 6-10 Connector 
highway infrastructure, this two-phased project reprioritizes urban neighborhoods by mending 
the scars the “Federal Bulldozer” imposed during the Highway Era. The Project Team 
orchestrated a landmark campaign that included community charrettes; advocacy at the local, 
state, and federal levels; and the co-design of multi-modal, neighborhood-scale improvements. 
Construction of Phase I of the 6-10 Connector Master Plan commenced in January 2018 and is 
scheduled for completion in 2023 . Phase II is currently under evaluation for federal funding. 
 
During the mid-20th century, highway projects like the 6-10 Connector tore apart Providence 
neighborhoods. The “Federal Bulldozer” demolished roughly 110 acres of the city to build the 
6-10 Connector, whose primary function is to connect the city’s western suburbs to Downtown 
and I-95. Low-income communities and communities of color were disproportionately harmed 
during construction and in the decades since. Today, the neighborhoods that the 6-10 Connector 
cuts through are 58% minority with an median household income of $32,000 (by contrast, metro 
Providence is 81% white with a median household income of $58,000). Ironically, 41% of 
commuters in the highway-adjacent neighborhoods don’t use a car to get to work. Yet these 
residents bear the burden of the highway in the form of elevated child asthma rates, bifurcated 
neighborhoods, and traffic-choked streets that are hostile to pedestrians. 
 
These environmental injustices were in danger of perpetuation when, in 2016, a plan was on the 
table to rebuild and expand the 6-10 Connector. The plan prioritized speeding up suburban 
commutes and paid scant attention to neighborhood impacts. The Project Team recognized a 
need to change the conversation fundamentally, so it launched the 6-10 Connector Master Plan. 
We kicked it off with a community forum to begin a conversation about rethinking the highway 
altogether. The forum featured civic leaders who had successfully removed highways from San 
Francisco, Milwaukee, and New York. Over 400 community members attended and all of Rhode 
Island’s major news outlets carried the story for weeks. In the months that followed, we 
facilitated a series of charrettes in highway-adjacent neighborhoods in order to give 
neighborhood residents a voice in the planning process. We brought the mountains of input we 
received to our partnership with the State of Rhode Island and collaboratively-forged an 
alternative design for the 6-10 Connector. 
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In December 2016 Rhode Island Governor Raimondo and Providence Mayor Jorge Elorza 
jointly-announced a consensus design that will sink the highway below street level, thereby 
removing a physical and psychological barrier between neighborhoods. It will consolidate 
spaghetti on-ramps, reclaim several acres of highway land to restore lost urban fabric, build new 
“complete streets” that reconnect each side of the highway, and create a new one-mile bike trail. 
This design became reality in January 2018, when construction commenced on the $410M first 
phase. This phase will reconstruct the interchange of Route 6 and Route 10 and adjacent areas. 
Phase II, estimated at $343M and currently under review, calls for the reconstruction of the 
interchanges of the 6-10 Connector, I-95, and Dean Street, and the restoration of approximately 
seven acres of the famous Federal Hill neighborhood, which were demolished to build an 
onramp.  
 
The success of the 6-10 Connector Master Plan is remarkable. The Project Team convened 
community leaders, neighborhood residents, and City and State officials to deliver a project that 
will improve urban neighborhoods and the life of their residents. Urbanism claimed the spotlight 
over traffic engineering orthodoxy, and minority and low-income households had an honest say 
in formulating a design that is on its way to fruition. The 6-10 Connector Master Plan was feat of 
grassroots organizing, advocacy, and savvy design that is a true embodiment of the Charter of 
the New Urbanism. 
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