
PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Destination 2040 long-range transportation plan takes a new approach to transportation planning in the 
State of Maine. Lead by the Portland Area Transportation System, the MPO for the region, Destination 2040 
sets a new policy direction for 18 communities, 7 public transportation providers, public and private trans-
portation organizations, and citizens. As one of the most densely populated areas of the state, the PACTS 
region is often times at the forefront of new policy directions, making this plan of statewide importance. 
The Destination 2040 plan took 3 years to develop, the involvement of hundreds of people in over over 60 
meetings plus online.  The purpose of the project from the beginning was to position the Portland region to 
be more strategic in how it spends constrained transportation dollars, to better align transportation and land 
use, and to better prepare for changes in preferences and technology related to mobility.

The PACTS region extends from the ocean inland to the lakes region, and from Maine’s most populated city 
to small farm towns bisected by rivers, lakes, marshes, and wetlands.  Portland, one of Maine’s most diverse 
cities, is the home of people from around the world, while the region as a whole includes an incredible 
amount of socioeconomic diversity. An incredibly broad range of transportation modes exists within the re-
gion, including air, ferry, truck, freight rail, passenger rail, passenger cars, and buses, on and off-road bicycle 
lanes and paths, sidewalk networks, as well as the full range of roads from highways to small country roads. 

PACTS is required to update its long-range transportation plan every 5 years.  PACTS members wanted a 
plan that better integrated many goals that would leverage transportation dollars to attract investment from 
others such as for economic development, place-making, and infrastructure resilience and environmental 
mitigation.

Destination 2040 advances several important ideas that are on the front end of national transportation best 
practices.  The plan identifies 6 goals:

• Maintain a Regional Focus
• Support Economic Development
• Prioritize Mobility, Safety & Accessibility
• Incorporate Energy Conservation
• Integrate Land Use
• Protect Environmental Quality.

Perhaps most exciting is that the PACTS long-range plan includes a strong and intentional connection be-
tween land use and transportation planning, and then goes one step further to ensure that transportation 
funding criteria prioritizes projects within these priority areas, identified as centers and connecting corri-
dors. The plan worked closely with stakeholders in communities across the region to identify priority centers 
and corridors with critical buy-in for the plan. Destination 2040 advances a transportation system that will 
support land use plans and development that further a rural to urban pattern, promote livable places inher-
ently designed for walkability and bikeability, and advance transit-oriented development in priority centers 
and other areas that emphasize all modes.  

The Destination 2040 Summary Plan is also notable for its effort to distill a technical 200-page transportation 
plan into a 67-page magazine that can be read and understood by the general population within the region. 
Typically these plans are drafted as technical planning documents that are used primarily by transportation 
professionals and others who are setting regional policy. However, because this plan was the result of a 
collaborative process, and because of the interest in building a broad support, the plan was distilled and 
packaged for mass consumption. Initially 300 copies were printed and another 300 had to be printed to 
meet demand.  


